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NUMBER IIT 


Salaries of Government. Eada Must Be Reduced 


are in, raising taxes, whether income, 
perfectly outgo, death tax, or just plain 
old fashioned direct tax. Shame 


Ee | 
NATIONAL GOVERNMENT PAYING PRINCELY WAGES low as these same wage earners dollars per year for acting as a ublicans or Democrats 


id twenty, and even fake clerk, often not even be , 
TO ALL ITS EMPLOYES AND OF Ls, Borrow. \“"° P#! t even being! and they would be 
A FICIA OW- thirty years ago. Living along in Washington. DOWN with cotinine vig pan 


ING MONEY TO DO IT, WHILE SEVEN MILLION : 

: all lines has been reduced, one the wages of every one connect- y } ay 
MEN AND WOMEN ARE JOBLESS — CONGRESS IS dollar now buying as much of ed with the White House or| Then there is a veritable nes ab ae ie peal 
FRANTIC IN ITS EFFORTS TO RAISE TAXES BUT the necessities of life as two members of Congress. army of rural mail carriers, with high salaries, w with 


MUM WHEN REDUCTION IN WAGES IS MENTION: dollars would have bought a 
ED—REDUCE SALARIES FROM PRESIDENT DOWN few years ago, and yet in the 
AND THEN LOWER TAXES AND BETTER TIMES ,,,.,. ‘Cano 

WILL RESULT 


working three hours per day those who have no work, and 
and drawing down two thous- eyt away the official who is un- 
and dollars and more each year willing to lower wages of high 
as a wge, three times any of salaried government officials 
therg could have made at any and employes when seven mil- 
legitimate business in these dis- }jon men and women are out of 
tressing times. Cut the salaries , job and twenty million are 
of the rural mail carriers, and gtarving. ‘ 


’ Then come the heads of ev- 
ery department of our Federal 
face of all this Uncle Sam finds Government drawing down sal- 
|himself borrowing money and aries that would make an 


; isi — hi Eeyptian Monarch glad. Dow 
™ . . raising taxes with which to “"%! a glad. Down 
America, like the whole the papers to hit this tender with the high salaries of every 


world, is crawling on its stom- spot, and yet a spot that must pay these princely wages, these ‘one of these departmental folks 


ach, and its stomach is empty. be hit before times can possi- oytraya ” : 
’ . gant wages, these sin- Then there ' > 
; ‘ 3 , » are our commis-|c¢ , ' 
There are seven hundred thous bly improve. a fully wicked wages, when all sions. most. of them prover cut them to the quick. Then there comes that old 
and men and women drawing, Who are drawing down these ’ : The the post office clerks vulture who says; “License 


the circumstances are consider- innocent and useless, each 
ed, 'member drawing down a huge 


. , ’ “salary a we say ( vi 
The President's salary should y and nei Jown with 
every one of their salaries. 


and a hundred and one kind of beer and let beer pay the tax- 
employes in the post office de- es.” To the devil with such dev- 
partment must have their ils — yes, license beer that the 
be cut thirty or forty per cent: }wages cut and cut from twenty poor man who drinks it might 

Then there is a whole army|to forty per cent. The city mail pay the taxes of the rich men 
of post masters drawing from | carrier must come in. Say, and women and that these high 
fifteen hundred to thousands'| folks, put men in office who salaried men and women might 
of dollars. Cut the post mas- | wi int to cut salaries, beginning continue to draw their high 
ters and cut them from thirty por you can Salaries. This government will 


down fat and fancy salaries princely salaries? The federal 
while millions of their fellow,government is the most extra- 
men and women are hungry, |vagant spender when it comes 
jobless, and poverty stricken.!to paying off its employes. 
This horde of government ser-|These wages were raised dur- the wages of every member of 
vants, entrenched behind con-|ing the war and never have Congress should be reduced 
gress, with members of Con-| been reduced. All factories have twenty or thirty per cent, and” 
gress afraid to vote for their! reduced wages of their em- then they should not be allowed 
reduction, makes a_ spectacle ployes until two or three dol- so much for clerk hire, for in | with their own, 
that augurs bad for our nation. |lars per day is about the aver- most cases these “clerks” aré * forty per cent. The position |make the national budget bal-, never license beer that vultures 

The American Independent/age they pay. Factory labor in their wives, daughters or sons,\¢ of a post master is only a politi-| ance in six months time.. You might get rich of fof the pov- 
was among the very first of|most parts of the nation is as “drawing down three thousand ©#! ,one any how, whether Re- jcan never make it balance by erty of the drinker. 
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high ssteegha, but football : i ti > 
Kentucky Is Is Sure Dead Proke sched, the anssh ottdr Aaa _ Seater conies of this it Dry Army Put Wets to Flight 
jing more than the _ principal. community and thus arouse the 
;Cut out the coach, cut out your dry forces. Wake up the sleepy 
THE GOVERNOR, LIKE HOOVER, WANTS TO RAISE 2#mes, cut out all that stuff’yoi, and show them that the 
TAXES — ASKS FOR A COMMISSION WITH THE EX. ‘hat does not belong to a well pattie is still going on. 
PENDITURE OF $150,000 TO AUDIT STATE BOOKS— 'OUnded education, and then, 
ASSEMBLY FLOUNDER'NG AROUND AND FEAR. Wer the taxes of the hard- 
ING TO REDUCE SALARIES OF STATE AND COUNTY Pressed tax payers. Cut the} Read the page advertisement 
OFFICIALS — STOP SPENDING SO MUCH THUS “Alaries, gentlemen, and do it jn this issue and then mail us 


LOOKS LIKE A KNOCK-DOWN AND DRAG-OUT FIGHT 
OVER PROHIBITION IN THEIR NATIONAL CONVEN- 
TION — RASCOB NOT RASCOBING, SMITH N OT 
SMITHING AND SHOUSE NOT SHOUSING — WET 
DEMOCRATS BEING BOTTLED UP BY DRY DEMO- 
CRATS — THE SOUTH IS UP IN ARMS AND READY 


= Nye 


And Kentucky, like Washing- 
ton, is in debt, possibly six mil- 
lion dollars behind, and why 
and HOW? 

The salary of the Governor, 
we will admit, is not high. Pos- 
sibly the salary of that office 
should not be reduced, but af- 
ter leaving the governor and 
coming on down to even town 
officials, we see salaries clear 
out of harmony with the times. 

Take our Road Commission, 
for instance. Already eight 
members, each of them draw- 
ing a huge salary, and giving 
very little of their time. Here 
the legislature is trying to 
make the Commission larger, 
and why? That good positions 
might be given out to “worthy 
political friends.” 

We find the legislature scrap- 
ing around for all sorts of pos- 
sible forms of revenue. One of 
them is a sales tax, which is 
absolutely unnecessary. If the 
state does not have enough of 
revenue to keep all the politi- 
cians in good jobs and jobs that 
pay big, why not cut out some 


of these political jobs? Ah there | 
is the rub; they must have base ball and infidelity. Teach- 
enough to go round, the people ing these three will not make 
well rounded men and women of 
our boys and girls. Yes, we 


squanders enough money each|mean what we say, just shut, 


be damned. 
The Highway Department | 


this department drawing down 
big salaries that never did any- 


thing in their whole lives but 
dig up a few votes back at 
home for their favorite party, 
whether Republican or Demo- 
cratic. 

If the State is short of mon- 
ey for heaven’s sake cut down 
these salaries, and then if that 
will not make the budget bal- 
ance, just let a few of the roads 
go over to the next vear. If 
you take everything the peo- 
ple have from them in way of 
taxes they will have no money 
for gasoline and cars and will 
not need the roads. Leave us 
just a little with which to buy 
a few gallons of gas and at 
least a used Ford. 

And the school department. 
Here we find the four state col- 
leges just howling for more 
money, give us more money or 
we must shut our doors. Well, 
these state educational institu- 
tions could very easily shut 


their doors for a few vears for 


them 
football, 


just about all any of 
teach any more is 


while you are in_ session nt. 


= + reankfort, and your budget «i! 


balance all right. 

The only member of the as- 
‘sembly that we have read about 
that has offered a remedy, 
comes from Paducah and he is 
a preacher. He has actually of- 
fered a bill in this present leg- 
islature to repeal this “damn- 
able prohibition” that Rascob 
used to talk so much about. We 
do not know, but doubt if his 
bill travels very far. He says if 
the Eighteenth Amendment is 
repealed times will get better. 
Poor boob, he possibly is just 
as bad a representative as he 
must have been a_ useless 
preacher. 

Thank God, not many preach- 
ers are like this one. There 
must always be some black 
sheep in every crowd, so sup- 
|pose Paducah thought the best 
ayer to put one of them was 

to send him to the Legislature, 
and they did. 

Down with high salaries, and 
everlastingly DOWN with tax- 
es, and then some degree of 
prosperity will be just around 
the corner. 


A FAIR SAMPLE 


Speaking about high salaries, 
here is a very good point: One 
of the Owensboro banks fail- 
ed recently. It was a good 
,bank, no one connected with it 


year to bring the State out of | the doors for three or four, ,was charged with dishonesty. 


debt. This department 
“worthy friends” all over Ken- 
tucky, who would not know how ; 
to build a walk from their house 
to the chicken coop, going a- 
round over the state “inspect- 
ing,” when they could not pro- 
perly inspect a side walk. This 
army of “worthies” is sapping 
the very life from the state 
treasury. 

The surveying department is 
where hundreds of thousands 


lhave and not one of 


be reduced of some of the teach- 


ers who are teaching infidelity, 
and some of the coaches show- 
ing our boys how to win a 
game, not win in life, but win 
state 
universities have afew years 
rest while the tax payers catch 


in a game. Let the old 


up and get a little breath. 


Then there are our cities, our 


has Years of every state college we. ‘As soon as it failed the state 
them banking commission sent an 
would be missed. Then the sal-' 
aries, if they must run, could 


army of highly paid account- 
ants to “straighten things out.” 
We are told these accountants 
all received ten dollars per day 
and the head one, two dollars 
per hour. Then when this army 
of highly paid employes work- 
ed for three weeks a local man 
was appointed receiver at a 
salary of $400.00 per month. 
The local man is all right, he is 
honest, but was like most of 


bition” 


» bie club of subseribers. 


“They shall not pass,” 
would be a good motto to be 
adopted by the drys in their 
cumpaign to retain the Eigh- 
teenth Amendement unimpair- 
ed. 


Much liquor may be consum- 
ed even yet, but you do not see 
many drunkards. If prohibition 
has done nothing more than 
sober up the old time drunkard 
it is worth all it has ever cost. 


If you have been reading 
about the “great cost of prohi- 
you will be interested 
in the three-column story in 
this months’ issue of the Ameri- 
can Independent giving the ac- 
tual facts. 


Roosevelt threw his hat into 
the political arena in the North 
Dakota primaries. Now that it 
is definitely there, let Al Smith 
say what he is going to d 
about it. As for our own part 
we believe that Al and Frank- 
lin thoroughly understand each 
other, although on this point 
some good observers do not 
think so. 


NOT A WEEKLY YET 


In our December issue we an- 


nounced that The American In- 


dependent would begin a week- 
ly edition about the middle of 
January. We had then in our 


mind a local edition for Owens-! 


boro and surrounding territory. 
However, conditions in Owens- 
boro are such as not to warrant 
a weekly edition of this paper, 
and consequently we shall post- 
pone the proposition to an in- 
definite period. We hope to be 
able to soon give Owensboro a 
weekly edition of the American 
Independent. 

In the meantime 


FOR BATTLE 


| That was a wonderful address 
lof Alfred E. Smith when he 
told a bunch of newspaper cor- 
réspondents recently that there 
is no use trying to repeal the 
Eighteenth Amendment. Even 
Al Smith can be taught a few 
things by the plucky drys 
down in Dixie. 

But Al has not given up all 
hopes — he has one little straw 
to hang to — says there might 
be an amendment passed giving 
the states the right to regulate 
its own liquor business. 

Al, you are wrong here also. 
You can not throw a sop to us 
fellows down south like that. 
We had the Republicans shoot 
all the states rights out of us 
way back in the sixties and we 
will be hanged before you east- 
ern Democrats shoot it back 
into us. There is no such thing 
as states rights when it comes 
to legalizing a traffic that 
ruins asd damns souls. We tried 
to settle the thing down here 
through local option and state- 
wide prohibition but we were 
flooded with wet goods from 
the wet states and we just went 
clear over the line and dried up 
,the wet states. 
| Some of them are not very 
dry yet, one of them your state, 
New York, but as state after 
state is captured for law en- 
forcement we will get at New 
York and Chicago by and by 
and dry them up too, 

Just why these eastern Dem- 
ocrats want to boss the Demo- 
cratic party we can not see. 
Where will the electorial vote 
come from next fall that elects 
a Democratic president, in case 
one is elected? Every one of 
you know these votes must be 


zs J 


if the good sense and moral 
standing of the South and West 
must be offended through a 
wet vlank and » wet candidate 
on the Democratic ticket, that 
this same South and West will 
slap the Democratic party in 
the face and tell it to go to, 
and the slapping will take place 
on election day. next Novem- 
ber. 

Why in the name of reason 
must these Democratic leaders 
throw away their chances for 
electing a president in order 
that a few easterners might 
have a chance to use the Demo- 
cratic party in their unholy ef- 
forts to bring back booze and 
bums? 

Joe Robinson of Arkansas is 
putting up a real fight for the 
dry cause. Joe, we are for you 
for president. If you do not 
want it then ceive us John Gar- 


ner, or McAdoo, or Hull, or 
Glass, or just any one, even our 
own indominable Barkley, 
rather than Franklin Roose- 


velt. We do not want a wet can- 
didate and we are not going to 
support a wet candidate. Thank 
heavens, if the Democrats nom- 
inate a wet, Hoover. is Dry. 
Most of us down South voted 
for him in 1928 and if the Dem- 
ocrats have no better sense now 
than to give another wet we can 
very easily vote for Hoover 
once more, We have gotten rid 
of boope and most of the bums, 
so nothing down here goes but 
with no changes, and even bet- 
the Eighteenth Amendment, 
ter enforcement than we have, 
and we are going to get it — 
are getting it. 


Many cities throughout the 


gotten in the South and West;nation are now lowering the 


and the South and West is dry | salaries of 


‘territory. Oh, yes, three or four 


their employes. 
That will make their budgets 


let every states east of the Ohio might | balance a great deal quicker 


of dollars are squandered, sUr- -ounties and our towns, nearly|us, out of a job and would friend of prohibition and good go for a Democratic candidate, | than raising the taxes. 
veying them for local and poli- every one of them paying huge | have probably been glad to get government put their hands to! but if they do, it will be because 
tical effect. Then surveying the gajaries. Cut these salaries, in'one at 100 dollars per month. the wheel and help along with a\of the economic reason and not} Young folks are said to be 
second and third time, so before many instances, cut them half. But the state, this being a po- great circulation for the month-| because their candidate is wet. | drinking more now than they 
a road is started enough has And even the salaries of. litical job, pays him $400.00 per jy. On another page will be! We do not “choose” to be/did thirty years ago, but some 
been squandered on the prelimi- some of our high school teach-| month, every dollar of which found an attractive subserip-| boastful, but we do have a right people never get done telling 
naries to build a goodly por- ers could bear cutting. Most of | must come out of the funds of tion offer that thousands should|to just quietly pass the word| falsehoods on either the old or 
tion of it. IT have seen men in our high schools are not really, the depositors in that bank. take advantage of. down the line to the effect that|the young. 
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unfit to remain in college. This 
is very rare now. 

“But,” we are told, “young 
people say they drink more 
than the young people used to 
drink,” which statement falls 
with its own weight, for the 
young men and women of to- 
day do not know how the 
young people of yesterday dia 
drink. This reminds me of an 
incident of a few years ago. 

A young man was telling me 
how their kind drink, that he 
had just been to a party and 
they were just about all drunk- 


‘that he was the only one that 


eC -—— not drunk. I asked this 


CAN HERBERT HOOVER BE. 


ELECTED THIS YEAR? 


This question has been asked 
a million times and nine ans- 


he can not. 


young man how the young peo- 
ple attending the party got 
home and he said, “Oh, they 
walked, and some of them rode 
in their cars,” and that young 


; |man thought they were drunk. 
wers out of every ten is a No, 


Yes, that is just about as far 
as the young man goes today, 


|be robbers square in the face, 


plucky in their fight for the re |'P***eeeeseeseeoeees: -o- 


tention of the Bighteenth 
Amendment to this day, and 
are plucky in another way. 


Nothing frightens Fred, Har- 
ry and Jim Rounds. Saturday 
January 23, at about 8:30 p. m. 
two strong looking men came 
into their store. No other per- 
son was in the store at the 
time save the three brothers 
mentioned above. These two 
strange looking men asked to 
see some jewelry and while one 
of the members of the firm 
started to show them the jew- 
elry asked for the two strang- 
ers drew revolvers on them and 
told them to “stick ‘em up!” 

Did they “stick ‘em up?” 
They did not, Each of the two 
Rounds covered by the two re-| 
volvers looked the two would- 


We are not so sure Hoover is| takes one or two drinks and quit | while one of the brothers 
a “dead duck” as his enemies | gt that. They do not usually get |*tooped down behind the coun- 
delight in calling him. He has| drunk at all—just get a little|ter for a revolver. One of the 
really been a great man and has | funny, and possibly these oc-|brothers, Fred _ this time, 
made us a great president in|c¢asions are confined to only|caught his opportunity and 


one of the most distressing per- jonce or twice a year, and maybe mising his hands 


quickly 


iods that has ever overtaken | once a year. In the olden days| knocked their hands up just as 


our nation. 

When the time comes _ to. 
measure Hoover, what he veer 
done, what he is by the yard 
stick of an American he will 
have so many things to his 
credit and so few to his discred- | 
it that his enemies will really | 
feel very much ashamed of 
themselves for ever saying 
about him what they have. 

The Democrats have just as 
big men as Hoover, but none 
any bigger; the Democrats 
have just as good men as Hoov- 
er, but sone any better; the 
Democrats have just as_ wise 
men as Hoover, but none any 
wiser. 

Naturally the depression will 
hurt Hoover. It always puts to 
a disadvantage any president 
who happens to hold office 
during a depression. It will hurt 
Hoover. But those who vote 
against Hoover because of the 
depression are those who do 
not think and those who wish to 


Ly punish some one for the ills of 


the times, and the president is 
always a good one to punish. 

Hoover is a dry. The dry 
forces are the intelligent peo- 
ple of the nation; the dry forces 
are the thinking people of the 
land. As a rule a wet is ignor- 
ant; a wet as a rule does very 
little reading; his morals are 
not of a high order. Such a 
crowd as that is not cohesive; 
such a crowd as the wets care 
for will be more of a mob than 
an organized force with intelli- 
gent directions. 

When we say frankly Hoover 
is no “dead duck” we have in 
mind a wet Democrat. Should 
the Democrats nominate a dry 
and place a dry plank in their 
platform, and thus rally behind 
them, the serious, sober, people, 
they might beat Hoover next 
November. But if the Democ- 
crats nominate a wet for presi- 
dent, such as Franklin Roose- 
velt, he will be defeated by an 
overwhelming majority and will 
be defeated by Herbert Hoover. 
If the Democrats want to per- 


_ped curs when they say that’ 


you. 


THE INCREASE OF THE 
CIGARETTE HABIT 


The “wets” howl like whip-! 
prohibition causes more liquor | 
to be consumed than would oth-' 
erwise be consumed if its sale’ 
and manufacture were not for-!| 
bidden. 

Of course we all know this is 
nonsense, yet some folks like 
nonsense better than any oth- 
er kind of sense, so it does real- 
ly have weight with a certain 
sort of people who do not have 
enough gray matter to enable 
them to reason. 

But here is that old cigar- 
ette, that nasty weed, manu- 
factured from the tobacco that 
is just now not bringing the 
farmer much more than would 
pay him to haul it to the mar- 
ket, and there is no law either 
against its manufacture or its 
use. Well, is the use of it great- 
er now than it was’ twenty 
years ago? Its consumption has 


increased just ten fold, and ev-, 
en in 1931 more of it was burn-| 


ed by those folks who use it 
than was burned in 1930. 


|—well, just ask dad, he will tell|they were supposed to be about 


to fire. By this time, Harry 
Rounds had grabbed his revol- 
ver, and Jim Rounds had slip- 
ped from under their gun and 
got his. Seeing their predica- 
ment the two would - be stick- 
up men made for the door and 
just as they were leaving Har- 
ry Rounds got two shots at 
them, one of the shots hitting 
the hold-up man somewhere 
about the houlders. Jim’s gun 
failed to “go off’ when snap-! 
ped, else there very likely 
would have been two less rob- | 
bers Sunday morning in Owens-| 
boro than Saturday night. They 
made a get - away, but not un- 
til the three Rounds Brothers, 
old time hard fighters for the | 
dry cause, had evidently given 
them the best battle for their. 
money they have ever gotten. 
So that’s that, Fred Rounds 
knocking their guns up, Harry! 
Rounds grabbing his gun mf 


\shooting twice and Jim run- 
ining to another room for his 
|getting back after being cov- 


ered with with a gun, and snap-| 
ping his gun twice, it refusing 
to go off. That was a pretty 
battle, and while the gun that 


‘Jim had snapped and failed to! 


Then we are told that girls “shoot,” so also did one of the 


are drinking and that they are 
drinking because it is unlawful 


to make or sell the stuff. What 


about the girls who are smok- 


ing cigarettes? Are they smok- 
ing the filthy old weed because) 


guns of the stick-up men snap, 
twice but failed to fire. 

If you wets think there is no 
fight in Prohibitionists, just 
try to shoot the Eighteenth 
Amendment and see what migh- | 


there is a law against it? NO, ty firing line is quickly formed 


for there is no law against it, 


and even not much preaching | 


against it. In fact, in ome 


quarters folks who go to pray- 
er meeting can be seen coming) 
down the steps aiter services 
are over lighting their cigar- 
ettes, after communing with 
the Spirit, the Holy One, then, 
making the air foul with their) 
cigarettes. Guess these folks do} 
not smoke because the sale of 
tobacco is prohibited.” 

Their argument is silly, and 


| 


with which the prohibitory law 
will be saved. | 

Hurrah for the Rounds’ 
Brothers and hurrah for the 
dry forces—They are all fight-' 
ers. 


BREAK UP THIS DAMNABLE 
PRACTICE 


The American Independent | 
has been doing a little investi- 
gating during these strengent 


petuate Hoover in office anoth-| yet we have so many silly peo times. It has learned the fol- 
er four years they can do that|ple that it is just about the Jowing is rife all over Kentue- 


by giving their nomination to a|most effective argument the ky, and very likely, all over the’ 


wet candidate on a wet plat- 
form. 


ALL THE YOUNG FOLKS. 
ARE DRINKING--AWAY 
WITH PROHIBITION 


The wet press is constantly 
talking about “young folks 
drinking,” and it lays the 
blame on the _ Eighteenth 
Amendment. 

In the first place, the wets 
set up a straw man with a 
great big lie, when they say al 


of college students being dis- 


ciplined now for drunkenness| jewelry store is at 754 Freder- | committed. The “Justice” hands 
and yet in older days every col-jica street, Owensboro, the firm) the complaining party a blank 


lege had to bring up its drink- 
ing students before the proper 
authorities and chastise them, 
sending many of them home as 


wets have. 


WE HAVE THREE PLUCKY 
OLD FRIENDS 


Among our very best friends 
are the Rounds Brothers, jew- 


nation: 

Hundreds of justices of the 
peace in Kentucky, backed by) 
the county attorney and con- 
stables, and a whole horde of 
little and large officials, are us- 


ing their official positions thru 


i boro. We stuck to our chosen 
the young folks are drinking. profession until six years after|tice court” — God spare the 
Some young folks do drink, prohibition was made a part of| word, “JUSTICE” —and to the 
but in nothing like the large|Ur national constitution, and) august dispenser of justice the 
numbers they endulged in when|they stuck to the jewelry busi-|party making the complaint 
the editor of this paper was a|ness, engaging in boating a8|tells him a tale of woe. To hear 
young man. Rarely do we hear|part of their business. 


elers of Owensboro. Over thirty which they are collecting bills 
years ago we formed a friend- that could not otherwise be 
ship for the entire family, then collected. These money-grab- 
' 

we were the publishers of 4 bing officials seem to be prey- 
prohibition paper and they in jing on those who are not able 
the jewelry business in Owens-|to defend themselves. 

A party will step into a “jus- 


him tell it, one would think 
At the present time their'that a terrible crime had been 


being more than three-quarters | piece of paper with lines to 
of a century old. They were,“gign here.” The complaintant 
vlucky in their fight for prohi-| signs on the “dotted line,” and 
bition thirty years ago, are| (Continued on next page) 


The Cost of 


Prohibition 
Enforcement 


In the midst of various confflicting statements in regard to 
the Cost of Prohibition Enforcement so far as the Federal Gov- 
ernment is concerned, the following information embodying 
official Government figures, is timely : 


On May 29, 1929, Dr. James M. Doran, then United States 
Commissioner of Prohibition, tabulated expenditures for Prohi- 
bition Enforcement as compared with collections and receipts 
for fines, penalties, taxes on legitimately produced distilled 
spirits and fermented liquors. 


Taking that tabulation as the basis of computation, Federal 
Director of Prohibition Amos W. W. Woodcock, in answer to a 
request by the American Business Men's Prohibition Founda- 
tion, under date of April 3, 1931, brought this comparison 
down to and including June 30, 1930, as follows: 


“Due to the manner in which cases are docketed in Federal 
Courts no segregation as to classes of cases is made by the De- 
partment of Justice, therefore, it is not possible to obtain ac- 
tual figures as to the expenditures of the Department, inci- 
dent to the enforcement of the Prohibition laws. 


“Below are tabulated the expenditures and collections rela- 
tive to Prohibition enforcement for the ll-year period. 


1l-year Period 


Expenditures 


$100,300,324 Prohibition and Narcotics 
96,556,200 Coast Guard (estimated) 
1,300,000 Customs (estimated) 
86,000,000 Dept. of Justice (estimated) 


$284,156,524 


Collections 
$ 55,209,927 Fines and Penalties 
493,379,957 Taxes on distilled spirits and fer- 
mented liquors 


$548,588,884 
284,156,524 


$264,432,360 Balance 


“The statistics regarding fines and penalties are taken from 
the Reports of the Prohibition Commissioner of 1929 and 1930. 
The statistics regarding taxes on liquor are taken from the an- 
nual report of the Secretary ofthe Treasury for the year 1930, 


“The estimate made, that in 1929 the cost of Federal en- 
forcement was over $40,000,000 is, of course, a mere guess. I 
believe we have stated in previous correspondence that no allo- 
cation of funds is made in the Coast Guard, Customs Depart- 
ment, or in the Department of Justice, insofar as the expenses 
of the United Statec Courts are concerned, for the enforce- 
ment of Prohibition. One of the main functions of the Coast 
Guard is to preent smuggling and under this function money 
is expended to prevent the entrance of liquor into the United 
States. The Customs Bureau functions in the same way. The 
cost to the Department of Justice in trying Prohibition cases 
is not separated from the costof trying other cases, and De- 
partment does not attempt to estimate the cost.” 

The “wets” make insistent claims that the Government, un- 
der Prohibition, loses the possible taxation which might be 
levied on the legalized liquor traffic. They have no means of 
knowing exactly what that would be, but, just to vary the 
omnotony, the published estimates run all the way from $400,- 
000,000 up to $1,500,000,000, depending somewhat upon the 
degree of exhilaration of the liqpor champion at the time the 
statement was made. ' 


There is this to say regarding these “wet” guesses, “Taxes 
received by the United States Treasury for the withdrawal of 
fermented and distilled liquors in the year 1916 amounted to 
$237,453,000, The year 1914, 1915 and 1916 are usually re- 
ferred to as the last years of full normal production of bever- 


age liquors, before war-time restrictions and Natiosal Prohibi- 
tion.” 
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the “Justice” tella him or her 
he “will collect the bill,” 

Presently a warrant of some 
sort is sworn out, with the jus- 
tice’s name attached to it, and 
this warrant is handed to the 
constable to make arrest. The 
arrest is made, the party being 
hauled before the court is poor 
and does not know law. He or 
she is Itod, “Guilty,” and re- 
manded to jail unless the cost 
and the original bill are paid in 
full. Not having friends, the 
party against whom the “Jus- 
tice’ made out a bogus war- 
rant, finds some one who will 
pay the bill, and after the bill 
is paid the “Justice” gets his 
three or four dollars, the con- 
stable gets his, the county at- 
torney gets his, the portion for 
the county attorney always be- 
ing five dollars. The county at- 
torney does not do anything, he 
just goes around to the office 
of the “Justice” and gets his 
“FIVE” spot when these poor 
helpless creatures pay. 

This habit seems to be 
spreading all over Kentucky. It 
is said that the office of a jus- 


—_—— 


tice of the peace in a town of. 


ten or fifteen thousand, when’ 
that office happens to be filled 
by a scoundrel, is worth from 


taking the nation as a whole, 
as there were fifteen years ago, 
but those who do go do so for 
the good they get out of it, and 
therefore they become a power 
and a strength for righteous- 
ness in the community in 
which they may live. 

But church-going has not 
been hit nearly so hard as thea- 
tre-going. Just last year gen- 
eral theatre attendance fell off 
thirty-five per cent over that 
of 1930 and the best authori- 
ties on theatres believe that 
this year will witness almost 
a similar drop. If so, many of 
the best theatres in the iand 
will either be forced to close 
their doors or else secure their 
films at a much reduced price. 

Not only have theatres been 
pone in attendance but almost 
every other sort of institution 
that furnishes pleasure for folks 
have been hit fully as hard. 
Our pleasure resorts, our parks, 
our entertainments which ap- 
peal to the  pleasure-seeking 
man or woman, have all been 
hit, and hit far worse than the 
church. 

Take for instance Owensboro 
\as a fair sample as to how thea- 
tres have been hit as compared 
to churches. It may be a sur- 


prise were you to be told that 
the attendance at the Third) your community. The next time 
five to ten thousand dollars per Baptist Church at its Sunday | you send a check to a home of- 
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will be their upkeep and the 
more their upkeep the more tax- 
es must be collected. 
Kentucky's primary system 
of roads is not half completed; 
it can not be completed soon. 
Our state got a late start and 
thus the depression struck us 
before our roads were as most 
of us wanted them. Less than 
half the roads should be built 
this year that were built last 
year. This way the budget can 
be balanced. Stop building so 
many roads and let a degree of 
prosperity come our way. 


Judge Dawson quits a federal 
judgeship in which he had so 
signally succeeded. Salary ten 
thousand per year, the job be- 
ing a life-time one. He has ac- 
cepted a place as president of 
one of our western insurance 
companies at a salary of forty 
thousand per year. How long 
will the American people toler- 
ate salaries like that for in- 
surance and other financial in- 
stitutions? When you pay up 
your insurance you do a good 
thing for yourself, even at the 
high cost it has reached, but 


every time you pay a dollar for | 


your insurance you help out. 
some foreign financial institu- 
tion that has no interest in 


year. One ‘Justice of the Peace’ | school hour, its morning ser-|fice for your insurance you 


in Louisville is on his way to 
prison, or will be soon, and 
there is a law pending in the 
legislature at Frankfort to cor- 
rect these injustices being 
worked on the poor people by 
such “justices” as sometimes 


are elected. It is understood. 


that detectives have been sent 
over the state to see just what 
justices and county attorneys 
are using their offices as bill 
collecting agencies. We would 
suggest to that committee, in 


vice, its evening service and, 
the B. Y. P. U. amount to more 
than the combined attendance 


is true, and then think of the 


other great churches here, some 
of them with as large an at- 


is not nearly as dead as some 


of all three theatres. When this. 


'tendance as the Third Baptist, jyou should be a good Ameri- 
one can realize that the church can citizen first. If so, and 


should append this little no- 
‘tice to your letter: Please quit 
paying such big salaries or I 
will quit paying on my policy. 


You may be a Democrat or 
you may be a Republican, but 


you are a dry, you will vote, 


of its members think it is and | for no wet, matters not on, 


‘as many of its enemies wish it whose ticket he may be chas- 


was. 
Get in tune with the church; 
go to church, not just occasion- 


editorial, that it should not al-| wij] see so many good things ster up a weakened credit, ex-| 
low itself to fail to investigate about it that the lesser and! tend help to farmers, assist in 
every city of any size in the _weaker things will gradually paying off unfortunate deposi- 
state. Also this editor has some ' disappear. The church is a great’ tors, and with a lowering of 


__>yvery_important information he place to go on Sunday. If you high salaries now agitating al- 


can hand over that might send,are the right sort of Christian most every state and city gov- 
two or three “justices” on ajyou will not be caught burn-/ernment, and taking root firm- 
short trip to the penitentiary.|ing up gasoline on Sunday,/ly at Washington, it begins to 
STOP this criminal habit; our /desecrating the holy day of the|/look as if fairly good times 
county officers generally make| Lord, while your pew at the/are just around the corner. 
enough any way and they do/church is empty. You had as/There can be no good times un- 
not need to resort to the crimi-| Well leave your church, at your/ti] taxes are lowered and there | 
nal laws with which to collect a|Church hour, and attend a Sun-|can be no lowering of taxes, 
civil bill. This practice should day theatre, as to leave  Astordl either federal or state, until 
be stopped. God pity a man|church and take a drive “out' salaries are lowered. Bring 
calling himself a “justice of the | in the country” with your fam-|down salaries, then bolster cred- 
peace” who will use his official ‘ily. Go to church and you will jt, and something real worth 


position to collect bills from in- |" regret it. gat almost an accomplish- 


nocent and helpless people that’, ‘TAXES SHOULD BE RE- 
he and his underlings and the! DUCED AT ONCE 
county attorneys might get a 

fee. There are many who do) ‘Phere is no road to prosperi- 
not stoop to this practice and ty with taxes bringing almos 
there are others who do. Let’s\ every property owner to a pov- 
stop those who do. Let’s defend | erty condition. Our farmers are 
and re-elect those officials who assessed almost as much for 
are faithful and honest and ef- 
ficient. 


STATEMENT OF OWNER- 
SHIP, MANAGEMENT,  CIR- 
t| CULATION, ETC., REQUIR- 
ED BY THE ACT OF CON- 
GRESS OF AUG. 24, 1912. 


Of The American Indepen-, 
taxes on their farms as the dent published monthly at 
crops come to they raise. Tax- Owensboro, Ky., for January, | 
—_—_—_——_—_ es should be lowered at once, 1932. | 
IS CHURCH ATTENDANCE even to the necessity of quit- State of Kentucky, County of 

FALLING OFF, AND IF | ting many public improvements. Dentann. ‘Ott. 
SO, WHY? ‘Roads, consolidated schools, ie a 


ing around for votes. 
With two billions of dollars 
case any member of it sees this ally, but all the time, and you voted by Congress to help bol- | 


The above question has been 
talked about, discussed and ar- 
gued about in and out of church 
circles that one could almost be- 
lieve that churches have gone 
out of business. But have they? 

That church attendance has 
fallen off during the last ten 
years goes without saying. But 
merely church attendance, as 


much as it may be urged on, 


the part of the ministry and 
other ardent church-goers, does 


not within itself testify to one 's| 


spiritual condition. 
things may cause one to attend | 
church an! even be a regular at. | 
tendant. 

He or she may have no where 
else to go, therefore go to 
church, Millions went to 


all kinds, are what have made 
taxes so high. 

County salaries should be 
lowered from the sheriff down 
to the clerks in the offices. 
County superintendents, coun- 
ty farm agents, every one con- 
nected in a public way with) 
things of the county should 
have a most liberal cut in sala- | 
ries. Do this and then see how. 
easily the so-called budgets. 
will balance. 


ING BUILT? 


‘Act of August 24, 1912, em- 
Various ARE TOO MANY ROADS BE- podied in section 411, Postal 


‘improvements in the country of le aan tha’ inks anh eaanhy 


aforesaid, personally appeared 
W. M. Likins, who having heen | 


|duly sworn according to law, 


' deposes and says that he is. 
the owner of The American In-| 


ment of the ownership, man- 
agement of the aforesaid publi- 
cation for the date shown in the | 
above caption, required by the 


Laws and Regulations. 
That the name and address. 


We have been a road booster| 4 the publisher, editor, man-. 


nee be Baggot» aging editor and business man- | 
mean: more taxes, and now that #8¢F is: W. M. Likins, Owens- 


church years ago because they, we have no car the other side 


boro, Ky. 


had no where else to go. They can be seen. This nation has’ That the known bondholders, 
got little, if any, real benefit built up a system of roads dur- mortgagees, and other security 
out of going. That crowd has ing the last fifteen or twenty|holders owning or holding 1 
now quit attending, for they) years such as it took Rome four per cent or more of the total 
have their cars, shows, parks hundred years to build. Good,amount of bonds, mortgagees, 


and other places to which they roads are all well and good,|or other securities are: None. 


can and do go. 
Some folks attend church for 
business advantages and this 


church-going. There are not so 
many now who attend church, 


| but they are a luxury that 


must be paid for. 


W. M. LIKINS, Owner 
Sworn to and subscribed be 


The nation should slack up fore me this 26th day of Jan- 
crowd derives very little from on building roads. We are not’ uary, 1982. 


to the saturation point. The; 


| move roads we build the more 
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| dependent, and that the ie 
‘ing is, to the best of his know. | 
ledge and belief, a true state- 


W. Taber Miller. 
Notary Publie 
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Meeting Wet 


Arguments 


Here is a book of thirty-two large pages, printed on thick 


egg-shell paper, with large, readable type, author 


W. M. Likins 


Editor The American Independent. Mr. Likins takes up in 
this book every important phase of the prohibition question, 
one by one, and answers the objections of the wets. He does it 
in plain, old fashioned language so every one who reads may 


know what he reads. You can meet 


The Wet Crowd 


with intelligent answers — every one of them answered right 


here in this thirty-two page book, large pages and large type. 


Order now and order in bulk. Here is the price, 


RRM CU's ectaceausboricas roared 25¢ 
© ME CID  vssisncasssenstuasicel $1.00 
Fifteen Copies .............. $1.60 
Twenty-five Copies ......... . $2.25 
yo) a> ae ee .- $4.00 


Or just accept the following offer: 


Secure FOUR subscribers to THE AMERICAN INDEPEN- 
DENT and we will mail you free TWO copies of this book. 


This Book Will Go 
Fast! 


Say, this book will sell to every one you present it to if you 
ask good people. They will want to know all the wet arguments 
and how to answer these arguments. Why not order fifty or 
a hundred and then start out and sell them to your neighbors 
at their regular retail price? You can make some money for 
yourself this way. If you are a young person, a boy or a girl; 
get dad or mom to give you some money, and then order the 
books and go out and sell them, and you can keep the differ- 
ence. If it were a book for satan his people would order them 
and would sell them; this is a book for God and humanity, 
now YOU order them and YOU sell them. Address all corres- 


pondence to 


The 
American Independent 


P. 0. BOX 130 OWENSBORO, KY.. 
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THE AMERICAN INDEPENDENT 


IF YOU WOULD SAVE PROHIBITION AND PROTECT THE 18TH 
AMENDMENT HELP PLACE 


The American Independent 


IN THE HOMES OF 100,000 PEOPLE. THIS LITTLE PAPER MAY 
NOT BE BIG BUT IT FIGHTS LIKE A WILD CAT AND THERE IS 
NO SUCH WORD IN ITS VOCABULARY AS “GIVE UP”. IF YOU 
ARE A DRY AND LOVE GOD, HOME AND HUMANITY SEND IN 
SUBSCRIBERS BY THE DOZEN. 


Here Is The Proposition; 


The price of the Monthly Edition of this paper is 25 cents per year when only one subscriber is sent in. BUT if 


you will send us a club of TEN yearly subscribers you may have them 
At Fifteen Cents Each Name---Act Now! 


Is there ANY excuse for you not getting busy? But if you wish to be just a little more active in work and wish 
to scatter these papers throughout your community in a way that really means something, you can just start 


out taking subscribers at TWELVE cents per year PROVIDED you mail us a club of 


Qne Hundred or More Names 


at one time. Now show what you are made of; be a soldier and get in the fight. Save the Eighteenth Amend- 
ment by helping to get the truth before the people. The fight will be won but not until every one of us do our 


part. Address all communications to 


PEPER EEUE EEE EEE EEE OEEEEEEEEEEPESESEOEEES 


THE AMERICAN INDEPENDENT 
OWENSBORO, BOX 130 KENTUCKY 
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